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BRAVERY AWARDS 
Statement by Member for Butler 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [12.55 pm]: I rise to give parliamentary recognition to the bestowing of bravery 
awards on two of my constituents by the Royal Humane Society of Australasia. This ceremony took place at 
Government House on 4 April 2014. The citation reads as follows — 

BRONZE MEDAL 

SCOTT JAMES JESSAMINE, council worker and volunteer surf lifesaver, aged 39 years, of Two 
Rocks, WA, and; 

BRONZE MEDAL 

JOHANNES PETRUS ANTONI HEESTERS, police officer, volunteer surf life saver, aged 45 years, of 
Two Rocks, in going to the rescue of numerous fishermen from drowning at Lagoon Beach, Yanchep, 
WA, on 4 November 2012. 

At 7.00am Mr Jessamine and Sgt Heesters were on surveillance patrol of abalone hunters at the 
Yanchep Lagoon Beach. The weather conditions were described as very stormy with a north westerly 
wind blowing 20-30 knots and a swell of 1–1.5m. A rip flowed in a northerly direction, parallel to the 
shore which was very strong and did not dissipate until approx 200-400m offshore. On this particular 
day 1m surf was breaking over the reef and flowing into the lagoon. 

Approximately 100 fishermen began to search for abalone and shortly after 7.00am Mr Jessamine and 
Sgt Heesters were continually entering the water to rescue fishermen that had found themselves unable 
to swim in the strong rip. During a one hour period they rescued a total of 12 people. 
At 7.35am Sgt Heesters was approached by a man who said that his friend had disappeared in the sea. 
Sgt Heesters grabbed his rescue board and paddled 30m out into the strong rip and let the rip take him 
in the same direction that it would have carried the missing man for approximately 200m without 
success and then paddled back to where he had started. 
He then returned to shore and saw a man enter and immediately become trapped in the rip and struggled 
with the waves crashing over his head. Sgt Heesters paddled over to him and assisted him back to the 
shore. 
At the 8.00am deadline Mr Jessamine was on his rescue board near the reef shouting at the remaining 
fishermen to walk back around the southern end of the reef and not to attempt to swim back across the 
lagoon. 
Sgt Heesters then made the decision to close the beach as conditions continued to deteriorate. 
Unfortunately the missing man was never found. 
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